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his face, which he actually had done a few days before he
left the Cruttenden. " And thus," added he, " ends my
career as mate of an Indiaman, for never more will I set
my foot on board ship in that capacity." Upon which I
asked what he intended to do in future. His reply was
" Curse me, if I know, William, not having yet given it a
thought. The old boy " (his father) " must carve out
something dashing for me."

About a week after his return I received an invitation
to dine in Lincoln's Inn Fields, when the father complained
to me in strong terms of Robert's conduct, observing that
what might have been forgiven in, him as a mere boy
became inexcusable at a more mature age. He said he had
scrupulously enquired into all the circumstances of his last
voyage, in every point of which he found Robert in the
wrong, and that his behaviour to his commander had been
most improper and disrespectful, in some instances scarcely
short of mutiny. Mr. Pott also told me that Robert's
conduct outward bound had been so inconsiderate that after
several unavailing remonstrances, Captain Baker had been
under the necessity of breaking him, but upon their arrival
in China, at the intercession of the supercargoes, had re-
instated him, promising to bury in, oblivion all that had
passed to that period, notwithstanding which his (Robert's)
conduct on the homeward passage was more outrageous
than ever. At this unfavourable representation of his
conduct Robert only laughed, which put his father into
a great rage, and he swore that he might starve if he chose
to abandon the line chalked out for him. Then, addressing
me, he said:

" Is this behaviour to be endured ? This favorite of
yours, Mr. Hickey, will certainly drive me mad. Hero have
I been making an interest to bring him forward in the service
and procure for him the command of a ship, which ho might
have after one voyage more, and the bastard has the im-
pudence to tell me he will not upon any terms go such
voyage! "

" Nor will I, sir," said Robert, interrupting his father.